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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout Csfhelen.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The computer printout Csfhelen.jpg is a hard copy of the computer image file of the 
same name. The image consists of two black and white photographic images, one 
superimposed on the other. The larger shows the naked body of a woman lying on her 
back on a bed. The camera's view travels up the woman's body from her feet to her 
head, showing the undersides of her breasts. Her legs are widespread and her vagina 
and pubis are the central focus of the photograph. Blood or urine forms a large dark 
patch on the sheet beneath her buttocks and genitals. There is extensive bruising on 
the woman's thighs, calves and genital area. The image shows the body of a woman 
who has met with extreme violence and is presumably dead. A bold heading "Crime 
Scene in Fetishland", rendered in large capitals that appear to be dripping in the 
manner of a horror film title, sensationalises the presentation. 

The image may be based on a legitimate record of a crime that has the hallmarks of 
sexual violence. However, it is presented under a title that sexualises and 
sensationalises the woman's probable death and the violence she has sustained. Her 
nudity, the central focus on her genitals, and the signs of the infliction of serious 
physical harm are displayed for the purposes of sexual arousal in a degrading and 
dehumanising way. 
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It is likely that the image's main appeal will be to those with a prurient interest in death, 
and especially the murder of women. The image, in computer file format, facilitates 
various forms of manipulation. It is also suited to electronic dissemination among like- 
minded individuals via the Internet and the likelihood of its being shared and traded in 
this fashion is high. In the opinion of the Classification Office, this interest in, and use 
of, such material is likely to be seen by the public of New Zealand as unacceptable. 

The relevant sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have 
been considered. The Classification Office considers that the likelihood of injury to the 
public good arising from the availability of the publication is sufficient to outweigh the 
right to freedom of expression set out in si4 of the NZBR Act. This decision is 
regarded as reasonable, demonstrably justified, and in line with Parliament's intention 
to prevent such injury. 
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